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1) Pollution and overuse of resources can affect
everything ------ the health of children to the
availability ------ raw materials.

A) about/to
B) over/towards
C) from/of
D) without/through
E) on/in

2) There has been a constant rise ------ the rate of
inflation ------ the past six years.

A) about/to
B) in/for
C) among/in
D) through/with
E) off/over

3) Adult organisms are composed ------ a number of
distinct types of cell; in humans they number ------
200.

A) of /about
B) from/in
C) over/around
D) off/towards
E) along/among

4) Dance ------ India is as diverse as the multiethnic
society ------ which it stems.

A) of/around
B) about /of
C) over/on
D) away/in
E) in/from

5) Food processing encompasses all the steps that
food goes through from the time it is harvested ---
--- the time it arrives ------ supermarket shelves.

A) to/on
B) from/over
C) of/along
D) in/away
E) on/during

6) Close to 20% of Americans are likely to suffer
major depression ------ some time, and women
tend to be more susceptible ------ the disorder
than men.

A) from/in
B) during/from
C) about/around
D) of/against
E) at/to

7) Inorganic evolution is concerned ------ the
development of the physical universe ------
unorganized matter.

A) over/in
B) from/on
C) with /from
D) about/off
E) into/without

8) ------ nanotechnology, a large set of materials and
improved products rely ------ a change in the
physical properties when the feature sizes are
shrunk.

A) With/on
B) To/into
C) From/of
D) Of/about
E) Over/along

9) Research has shown that air pollutants ------ fossil
fuel use make clouds reflect more of the sun’s
rays back ------ space.

A) with/on
B) without/of
C) from/into
D) around/off
E) for/over

10) The UN conference ------ climate change held in
Bali, Indonesia in December 2007 led to a final
agreement known ------ the “Bali Roadmap”.

A) over/onto
B) about/by
C) of/with
D) on/as
E) into/for

11) ------ the years, modernization has been
responsible ------ various positive changes on a
global scale.

A) In/to
B) Over/for
C) During/of
D) For/on
E) About/in
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12) The most remarkable places on Earth are also -----
- the most threatened, where biodiversity is under
seige by the dual pressures of poverty and
overdevelopment, and where many endangered
species are ------ risk of extinction.

A) through/on
B) with/of
C) among /at
D) over/in
E) along/for

13) The 1997 Niño caused huge problems all ------ the
world, from droughts ------ floods and poor yield of
crops.

A) around/on
B) about/of
C) in/among
D) over/to
E) on/along

14) We often hear ------ people’s desire to solve world
hunger, or to be able to feed the world and help
alleviate the suffering associated ------ it.

A) on/to
B) over/through
C) of/around
D) under/over
E) about/with

15) Solving world hunger ------ the conventional sense
(of providing/growing more food etc) will not
tackle poverty that leads to hunger ------ the first
place.

A) of/on
B) over/around
C) in/in
D) for/during
E) from/with

16) Still prevalent misunderstandings of evolution are
the beliefs that an animal or plant changes in
order to better adapt ------ its environment—for
example, that it develops an eye for the purpose
of seeing—and that actual physical competition ---
--- individuals is required.

A) into/between
B) of/through
C) upon/by
D) to/among
E) over/under

17) The primary aim of agriculture is to cause the land
to produce more abundantly and ------ the same
time to protect it ------ deterioration and misuse.

A) around/against
B) over/through
C) on/between
D) at/from
E) in/about

18) Early people depended ------ their survival on
hunting, fishing, and food gathering. To this day,
some groups still pursue this simple way ------ life,
and others have continued as roving herders.

A) on/off
B) for/of
C) about/at
D) onto/in
E) over/on

19) As the Middle Ages waned, increasing
communications, the commercial revolution, and
the rise ------ cities in Western Europe tended to
turn agriculture away ------ subsistence farming
toward the growing of crops for sale outside the
community.

A) in/to
B) over/of
C) of/from
D) on/among
E) around/by

20) In France, farmers have vigorously protested
decreases ------ subsidies that have made them
the second largest food exporter ------ the United
States.

A) on/among
B) in/after
C) of/with
D) about/from
E) over/by

21) Since ancient times droughts have had far-
reaching effects ------ humankind ------ causing the
failure of crops, decreasing natural vegetation,
and depleting water supplies.

A) of/with
B) over/without
C) in/through
D) on/by
E) into/between
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22) The field of biotechnology includes gene therapy,
------ which attempts are made to insert normal or
genetically altered genes ------ cells to treat
genetic disorders and chronic diseases.

A) on/through
B) from/on
C) in/into
D) of/along
E) with/for

23) The conversion of mechanical energy ------
electrical energy can be accomplished with an
efficiency of ------ 80%.

A) into/from
B) over/by
C) of/around
D) to/about
E) with/in

24) The heat generated ------ an electric-power plant
that is not ultimately converted ------ electrical
energy is called waste heat.

A) from/in
B) by/into
C) with/of
D) in/during
E) of/on

25) Electrical energy is ------ little use unless it can be
made available ------ the place where it is to be
used.

A) on/to
B) with/for
C) of/at
D) in/on
E) for/among

26) The term conservation came ------ use in the late
19th century and referred to the management,
mainly ------ economic reasons, of such valuable
natural resources as timber, fish, topsoil,  and
minerals.

A) over/about
B) into/for
C) in/on
D) of/with
E) between/from

27) The development of a viable nuclear fusion
reactor is often cited ------ a possible solution ------
our energy problems.

A) with/for
B) as/to
C) by/along
D) between/of
E) through/among

28) Although several solar thermal power plants are
now in operation in California, they are not yet
able to compete ------ conventional power plants --
---- an economic basis.

A) for/towards
B) against/
C) with/on
D) in/through
E) of/onto

29) ------ an international level, concern for the
environment was the subject of a UN conference
in Stockholm in 1972, attended ------ 114 nations.

A) On/by
B) About/in
C) Around/on
D) Over/with
E) With/in

30) The ozone layer prevents most ultraviolet (UV)
and other high-energy radiation ------ penetrating
to the earth's surface but does allow through
sufficient ultraviolet rays to support the activation
of vitamin D ------ humans.

A) by/of
B) with/about
C) without/on
D) from/in
E) of/among

31) While the bulk of space exploration initially was
directed ------ the earth-moon system, the focus
gradually shifted ------ other members of the solar
system.

A) into/of
B) at/to
C) over/in
D) upon/with
E) along/off
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32) The amount of freight moved by railroads
increased ------ 34% between 1970 and 1992, and
rail's share of the freight industry remained stable
through the 1990s, reversing decades ------
decline.

A) with/among
B) about/from
C) around/for
D) by/of
E) to/through

33) It was estimated that 42 million people were
infected ------ HIV worldwide, the great majority in
Third World countries; some 25 million had died --
---- AIDS.

A) in/off
B) under/through
C) over/of
D) by/for
E) with/from

34) In addition to the theory of relativity, Einstein is
also known ------ his contributions ------ the
development of the quantum theory.

A) as/across
B) with/over
C) by/onto
D) from/about
E) for/to

35) As trouble between the British government and
the colonies grew with the approach of the
American Revolution, Franklin's deep love ------
his native land and his devotion ------ individual
freedom brought him back to America.

A) towards/under
B) with/across
C) in/among
D) for/to
E) on/about

36) ------ the large collection of writings that derived
from the Coan school, only a few are generally
ascribed ------ Hippocrates himself, although his
influence is felt throughout.

A) With/over
B) Of/to
C) By/along
D) From/across
E) Among/by

37) As researchers identify more genetic markers for
diseases and develop blood tests ------ them,
concern has arisen ------ the use of such tests to
deny people health and life insurance,
employment, and the like.

A) with/about
B) among/through
C) across/on
D) for/over
E) without/under

38) Organic foods have become steadily more
popular as the public has become more
concerned ------ health risks associated ------
chemicals in food products.

A) over/along
B) under/for
C) about/with
D) on/during
E) off/across

39) Romanticism in music was characterized ------ an
emphasis ------ emotion and great freedom of
form.

A) with/along
B) over/in
C) by/on
D) onto/of
E) to/from

40) Formerly assumed to be voluntary, idleness was
punishable by law; however it  is now recognized
that unemployment arises ------ factors ------ the
control of the individual worker.

A) along/with
B) off/under
C) out/of
D) from/beyond
E) into/over

41) A theory that does not suggest new ways ------
looking at the universe is not likely to make an
important contribution ------ the development of
science.

A) by/about
B) with/at
C) of/to
D) without/along
E) for/over
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42) Astronauts have a reputation ------ being the brave
and skilled few willing to risk their lives ------
strapping themselves aboard a rocket and
blasting into outer space.

A) with/through
B) about/without
C) in/as
D) for/by
E) on/into

43) Before today's spandex-clad, Olympians strived --
---- the gold, silver or bronze, ancient Greeks
competed ------ victory.

A) against/under
B) for/for
C) between/on
D) into/with
E) from/without

44) Mars is colder than Earth, the average
temperature being ------ minus 40 degrees
Fahrenheit, compared ------ plus 59 degrees
Fahrenheit as the average for Earth.

A) off/from
B) about/with
C) under/across
D) for/to
E) in/among

45) There is much debate ------ the relationship
between laissez-faire capitalism and the onset of
the Great Depression. Some economists and
historians argue that laissez-faire capitalism
fostered the conditions ------ which the Great
Depression arose.

A) over/under
B) in/of
C) down/for
D) around/by
E) about/among

46) Because auroras are caused ------ the interaction
of solar winds ------ the Earth's magnetic field, you
can see them most often near the poles, both
north and south.

A) from/between
B) by/with
C) under/to
D) around/on
E) through/in

47) Treatment for AIDS in South Asia is limited ------
present, with weak health systems contributing to
low access ------ and use of services.

A) at/to
B) with/for
C) in/by
D) to/of
E) up/about

48) In the shifting relationship ------ the press and the
presidency over nearly two centuries, there has
remained one primary constant— the
dissatisfaction of one ------ the other.

A) of/through
B) for/across
C) between/with
D) over/as
E) during/to

49) Because of their destructive power, the nations of
the world have been trying ------ many years to
reach agreements ------ limiting the manufacture
and possession of nuclear weapons.

A) in/between
B) over/into
C) along/for
D) for/on
E) during/by

50) With typical journeys ------ the Apollo missions
lasting only about 8 days, it was sheer luck that
the astronauts avoided an encounter ------ a storm.

A) in/onto
B) on/with
C) over/without
D) along/by
E) around/as

51) Cars that run ------ hydrogen rather than gasoline
are closer ------ becoming a reality.

A) for/over
B) in/onto
C) without/into
D) on/to
E) from/under
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52) Modern agriculture depends heavily ------
inorganic fertilizers that provide nitrogen, a
nutrient that is critical ------ plant growth.

A) upon/with
B) over/to
C) into/of
D) on/for
E) from/by

53) Researchers ------ Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
have created an "optically switchable" material
that changes from sticky to slippery when
exposed ------ ultraviolet (UV) light.

A) of/onto
B) in/across
C) from/to
D) with/during
E) on/around

54) It's hard to think ------ an area of modern
technology that doesn't utilize the effects of
magnetism ------ some way.

A) about/on
B) over/along
C) of/in
D) up/towards
E) on/by

55) In each Anglo-Saxon kingdom, the king was
chosen ------ the royal family and his election was
probably confirmed ------ the witenagemot, the
king's council.

A) among/with
B) from/by
C) in/as
D) of/over
E) under/onto

56) A commercial satellite collided ------ a Russian
satellite ------ Siberia yesterday, yielding a cloud of
fragments, according to a NASA scientist tracking
space debris.

A) for/in
B) with/over
C) from/on
D) against/into
E) by/onto

57) The company responsible ------ the nation's
salmonella outbreak that has sickened some 600
people and may have led ------ the deaths of eight
others today declared bankruptcy.

A) for/to
B) to/with
C) against/into
D) under/from
E) over/of

58) Currently, most of the hydrogen produced
globally is created by a process known ------
"cracking water" through which hydrogen is
separated ------ the oxygen.

A) for/into
B) in/against
C) by/over
D) during/with
E) as/from

59) One of the most famous American cartoonists -----
- the 20th century was Rube Goldberg, who was
widely known ------ his “Goldberg machines.”

A) in/as
B) over/from
C) on/over
D) of/for
E) at/with

60) Iron Curtain is the name ------ the communications
barrier ------ the Communist countries of central
and Eastern Europe and the rest of the world.

A) with/among
B) for/ between
C) as/against
D) in/across
E) of/from

61) Engineers have ------ the first time used
microscopic manufacturing techniques to
combine a flexible, biologically safe contact lens -
----- an imprinted electronic circuit and lights.

A) in/againt
B) along/of
C) for/with
D) about/as
E) on/during
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62) Researchers have uncovered a picture of plant
health that is invisible ------ the naked eye ------
using rapid pulses of polarized light.

A) for/with
B) into/among
C) to/by
D) through/without
E) under/from

63) Political science is the field devoted ------ studying
political behavior and examining the acquisition
and application of power, or the ability to impose
one's will ------  another.

A) of/in
B) to/on
C) for/over
D) with/under
E) around/as

64) ------ all the things that make us human, the
characteristic that probably best defines humanity
is the tendency ------ artistic expression.

A) Of/toward
B) With/into
C) Among/against
D) Around/along
E) Over/during

65) Known as ISO 18629, a new software language
uses artificial intelligence (AI) that enables a
computer to act ------ a word's "meaning,"
interpreting a command ------ the same way a
person would.

A) of/under
B) out/around
C) as/from
D) on/in
E) along/with

66) Previously, much ------ what researchers knew
about turtle origins derived ------ fossils of
Proganochelys from Germany.

A) of/from
B) about/along
C) over/for
D) against/in
E) to/on

67) ------ the last century, philosophy has increasingly
become an activity practiced within the university,
and accordingly it has grown more specialized
and more distinct ------ the natural sciences.

A) Over/among
B) On/between
C) Around/with
D) Within/from
E) In/for

68) The kingdom of Saudi Arabia may be the world’s
last country to let a woman ------ its government—
albeit giving her a post that deals only ------
educating females.

A) on/from
B) in/without
C) for/by
D) into/with
E) during/on

69) Warmer temperatures are at least partly to blame -
----- a surge in malaria in East Africa and the
increase ------ drug-resistant strains of the
disease, according to a University of Michigan
researcher.

A) with/of
B) for/in
C) by/on
D) out/over
E) off/from

70) In 1912, a Turkish defeat by Italy encouraged
Bulgaria to conclude treaties ------ Serbia and
Greece ------ Turkey, forming the Balkan League.

A) from/without
B) under/for
C) onto/among
D) with/against
E) between/in

71) Although the period before the American Civil
War was notable ------ the limited extent of the
federal government, the Austrian School suggests
that there was a considerable degree of
government intervention ------ the economy,
particularly after the 1820s.

A) with/on
B) for/in
C) by/onto
D) between/of
E) from/over
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72) The political theory of socialism, which gave rise -
----- -communism, had been around for hundreds
of years by the time a German philosopher named
Karl Marx put pen ------ paper.

A) along/over
B) to/to
C) against/in
D) during/onto
E) about/with

73) The validity ------ spontaneous human combustion
is viewed with skepticism by the scientific
community, but some objects have been
scientifically proven to burst into flames ------ an
outside heat source.

A) over/during
B) on/among
C) of/without
D) from/along
E) onto/off
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TEST YOUR PREPOSITIONS

1 C 26 B 51 D
2 B 27 B 52 D
3 A 28 C 53 C
4 E 29 A 54 C
5 A 30 D 55 B
6 E 31 B 56 B
7 C 32 D 57 A
8 A 33 E 58 E
9 C 34 E 59 D

10 D 35 D 60 B
11 B 36 B 61 C
12 C 37 D 62 C
13 D 38 C 63 B
14 E 39 C 64 A
15 C 40 D 65 D
16 D 41 C 66 A
17 D 42 D 67 D
18 B 43 B 68 D
19 C 44 B 69 B
20 B 45 A 70 D
21 D 46 B 71 B
22 C 47 A 72 B
23 D 48 C 73 C
24 B 49 D 74
25 C 50 B 75


