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1. ---- because they were continually forced to 

defend their own conquests against other 

invaders. 

A) The Romans did not usually impose heavy 

tax burdens on the cities they conquered 

B) The geography of the Italian peninsula had 

a decisive influence on Rome‘s 

development 

C) The Romans were descended from various 

Indo- European peoples that had crossed 

the Alps into Italy during the second 

millennium B.C. 

D) The Romans were a sternly military society 

almost from the moment they settled on 

Italian soil 

E) The Romans looked to their gods to 

bestow upon their households and their 

city the blessings of prosperity, victory, and 

fertility 

 

2. Although stem cells are found in many 

tissues, ----. 

A) they have great potential to treat diseases 

B) the most promising ones seem to be those 

in bone marrow 

C) specialists have been very enthusiastic 

D) special staining techniques revealed that 

the cells were indeed dividing 

E) the results of that study have yet to be 

announced 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. ----, even though the number of paintings he 

produced wasn‘t large. 

A) It is true that Leonardo da Vinci lived in 

Milan until 1499 when the city was 

captured by the French forces 

B) Leonardo da Vinci was born in or near the 

small town of Vinci, a day‘s journey from 

Florence 

C) Leonardo da Vinci‘s writings on painting 

were first published in 1651 in Paris from 

his scattered notes as Treatise on Painting 

D) Leonardo da Vinci is one of the very few 

artists whose reputation has from his own 

time onwards always remained at the 

highest level 

E) When Leonardo da Vinci came to Florence 

as a young man, he became the Florentine 

painter Verrocchio‘s apprentice 

 

4. ----, but the two forms of writing are so 

unlike each other that they probably 

developed independently. 

A) Some historical linguists have postulated 

that early Egyptian might represent the 

survival of a root language 

B) Among the many facets of Egyptian culture 

that have fascinated archaeologists is the 

Egyptian system of pictographic writing 

C) The photographic nature of Egyptian 

hieroglyphics may indicate an early 

influence from the Sumerian cuneiform 

script 

D) Contrary to the Sumerian cuneiform script, 

Egyptian hieroglyphics never evolved very 

far towards a system of phonograms 

E) As in Sumer, writing technology quickly 

became an important tool for Egyptian 

government and administration 
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5. Because unemployment is rising and wages 

are falling, ----. 

A) the government would soon be out-of-

favour 

B) Americans are naturally worried about the 

state of the economy 

C) the state of panic was regarded as 

unfounded 

D) no one could lose on the stock market 

E) it would have been a good time to change 

your car 

 

 

6. Cholesterol is notorious as a possible factor 

in heart disease, ----. 

A) so that the body regulates lipoprotein 

levels in several ways 

B) because each type of lipoprotein serves a 

different purpose 

C) but about one in 500 babies inherits a 

disease called hypercholesterolemia 

D) although it circulates in the blood, mainly in 

particles called low-density lipoproteins 

E) yet it is essential for the functioning of all 

our cells 

 

 

7. ----, the annual rainfall has a profound 

influence on the success or failure of 

agriculture. 

A) As has been emphasized in a recent article 

B) Given the fact that population growth in the 

most countries has become one of the top 

issues. 

C) Whatever decision the Government may 

have taken about food exports 

D) Until all the data concerning the world 

climate are gathered and processed 

E) Even though groundwater resources were 

fully exploited 

 

 

 

 

8. Many scientists maintain that susceptibility 

to autism is inherited, ----. 

A) as certain autistic individuals display 

incredible talents in very specific domains 

B) whether there is a connection between the 

illness and newly discovered class of nerve 

cells 

C) so an autistic child prefers to be alone and 

resists change 

D) whereas environmental risk factors also 

seem to play a role in the development of 

the disease 

E) once physicians have developed better 

ways to diagnose and successfully treat 

the disorder 

9. Swedish researchers have found that most 

white horses, which are actually born 

coloured, carry a mutation called \'greying 

with age, ----. 

A) despite the fact that their tendency to age 

more quickly is observable 

B) as if the greying of these animals were 

similar to the greying of human hair 

C) in case they are more prone to skin cancer 

than other horses 

D) and this makes them rapidly turn grey and 

then completely white within eight years 

E) so that the changes in colour do not always 

indicate poor health 

10. ----, astronomers want to take pictures of 

galaxies of various ages from infancy to 

maturity. 

 

A) Because Hubble has taken long exposures 

of small patches of sky 

B) In order to get an idea of what the Milky 

Way might have looked like in the past 

C) Even though old galaxies were smaller in 

size and more irregular in shape than 

modern ones 

D) As one would expect, if today’s galaxies 

formed from the union of several smaller 

ones 

E) If the rate of star formation reached its 

peak around seven billion years ago 
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1 D 
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3 D 

4 C 
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